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FOCUS ON: ACADEMICS 

 
Outstanding community and technical college students 
honored as All-Alabama Academic Team 

 
By Lori C. Pruitt 

 
BIRMINGHAM – When Carrie Culver walked across the stage to receive her honor as an All-
Alabama Academic Team student, a voice rang out from the audience.   

 
“Go Mom!” said her adult son, Wylie, who proudly snapped a photo. Mrs. Culver, with her son 
and husband in attendance, was one of 46 students from the state’s community and technical 
colleges who were honored at the Wynfrey Hotel in Birmingham, AL, Tuesday, April 23 at 6:30 
p.m.  
 
“We’re so proud of our mom,” Wylie Culver says. “She is so dedicated and because of her, my 
sister and I also have college degrees.” As for Mrs. Culver, a graduate in child development at 
Wallace Community College Dothan who also works as a Head Start program teacher in Fort 
Gaines, GA, “I am just shocked – it’s hard to grasp how I feel,” she says of the honor. “My 
husband ate a lot of sandwiches so I could study. Everyone has been supportive of me.”  
 
The Culvers remembered with emotion their son Garrick, who passed away last year – in fact, 
it was he who encouraged his mother to learn to use a computer, which at first she was 
reluctant to do. “He sent me a computer and told me, ‘now use it,’” Mrs. Culver says. “That 
encouraged me.”  
 
“We have some outstanding students in the ACCS in all our colleges,” says ACCS Chancellor 
Bradley Byrne. “This program allows us to honor the cream of the cream. Some of our past 
honorees have gone on to do some spectacular things with their lives.” 
 
The students, representing 25 colleges in the Alabama Community College System (ACCS), 
were honored for their scholastic achievement. Students selected must possess a  
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minimum GPA of 3.25, be involved in campus activities and have completed a minimum of 12 
semester hours at the institution. All have plans to further their education. They were 
recognized for their academic achievement and distinguished leadership. 
 
The students were honored before an audience that included their parents and families; 
college presidents, deans and faculty from throughout the ACCS; and representatives from 
several universities. 
 
“This is such an encouragement to the students,” says Dr. Ethel Hall, Alabama State Board of 
Education vice president, District IV. “It’s so important, and it helps them continue to reach 
their goals.” 
 
Dr. Mary Jane Caylor, president pro tem of the state board of education, District VIII, told the 
honorees that they should be very proud of their accomplishments and dedication to their 
goals, and encouraged them to thank those who have helped them along the way.  
 
Austin Monk of Wallace Community College-Hanceville was named the New Century Scholar. 
The New Century Scholar is chosen as the top student for their state based on his or her 
score for the national All-USA program. “I’m humbled and honored to receive this,” he says. “I 
just plan to work hard and be able to return the favor to others who have given so much to 
me.” He plans to attend Auburn University and earn a degree in public administration. New 
Century Scholars represent their state this year at the opening session of the American 
Association of Community Colleges Convention in Phoenix, AZ. 
 
Community colleges allow students to stay close to home, get a strong academic foundation in 
a student-focused environment with small classes, and benefit from flexible class schedules, 
much lower tuition rates and an articulation agreement that guarantees their coursework will 
transfer to any public college or university within the state. 
 
At a luncheon earlier in the day, the honorees heard remarks from Ana Tavares, the 2009 
New Century Scholar. Tavares, who transferred to the University of North Alabama from Bevill 
State Community College Hamilton, is a senior majoring in economics.   
   
Several members of this year’s team also were honored by the Coca-Cola Scholars 
Foundation, which this year established the Coca-Cola All-State Community College 
Academic Team program. The program provides up to $450,000 in stipends. Gold Scholars 
received $1,500; Silver Scholars received $1,250 and Bronze Scholars received $1,000. All 
scholars received special medallions and are listed in USA Today this month. Some students 
also were named national finalists.  
 
The All-Alabama Academic Team Recognition Program was founded in 1995 to complement 
the All-USA National Academic Team Program sponsored by USA Today, Phi Theta Kappa 
Honor Society, and the American Association of Community Colleges. 
 
Other honorees also talked afterward about how much earning a spot on the All-Alabama 
Academic Team means to them. “I have struggled in school before and I knew I had to buckle 
down to get to this level,” says Maurice Eager of Monroeville, who is graduating from Reid 
State Technical College in industrial electricity/electronics technology. He plans to attend 
Alabama State University and earn a bachelor’s degree in computer science.  
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Jennifer Newton of Perdido, who is graduating from Faulkner State Community College in 
business administration and plans to attend the University of South Alabama, says her 
husband and children supported her when she decided to pursue a degree after 17 years of 
being out of school. “My parents even kept the kids during the summer so I could continue to 
attend classes,” she says.  
 
And Clara Robinson, a graduate of Trenholm State Community College who is married with 
two adult daughters, is now armed with the tools she needs to teach children in her day care. 
She plans to earn a bachelor’s degree in early childhood education at Troy State University. 
“This is a wonderful opportunity for me,” she says. “I can see how early children can learn. I 
want to tap into where they are and meet their needs.” 
 

Photographs from the event and a list of scholarship recipients are attached. 
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